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College remembers 9/11 victims
BY CYNTHIA ROJAS
CONTIRBUTING WRITER

Six years after the Sept. 11 attacks on the United States, the Baruch community, as well as the rest
of the country, came together to
honor those lost on that tragic day.
The commemoration began last
Tuesday with a moment of silence
at 8:45 a.m. when the first plane hit
the North Tower of the World Trade
Center.
Throughout the campus, flags
were hung at half-mast in honor
of our own Baruch family that suffered the loss of loved ones on that
day.
During club hours last Tuesday,
the Undergraduate Student Government, in collaboration with the
Muslim Student Association and
Hillel, hosted a memorial observance.
The event included a panel,
which consisted of religious leaders and community advocates who
spoke of their experiences on Sept.
11 and the future effect it will have
since that day.
Sean Perryman, USG upper
senator, introduced the panel of
speakers, which included Rabbi
Craig Miller,
Fred Teng, Reverend Dr. Willard
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Firefighters look on during a moment of silence.

Students honor fallen friends Baruch welcomes
new staff to college

VICTOR CHU I THE TICKER

Guitarists from the Intervarsity Christian Fellowship play quiet melodies.
BY MAYA KASHYAP
NEWS EDITOR

The loss of Baruch students Jane
Clavo and John Lau dealt a severe
blow to the college’s community.
To lose not one, but two students
on the same day, was a tragic and
unheard of occurrence. To commemorate the lives of Clavo and
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Lau, Baruch student organizations
Students Of Unlimited Leadership
(S.O.U.L.), Intervarsity Christian
Fellowship and Nu Alpha Phi held
a memorial on Tuesday, Sept. 4 in
the multi-purpose room.
The memorial, which was to last
only until 2:30 p.m., was extended
to 5 p.m. as students trickled in to
pay their respects for the duration
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of the day. Baruch College President Kathleen Waldron and Vice
President of Student Affairs Dr. Ben
Corpus were also in attendance.
The dimly lit room contained
approximately 10 tables and was
decorated with candles and flowers. Two large screens on either
side of the room displayed a slideshow of Clavo and Lau’s photos.
At the head of the room, two guitarists from Intervarsity Christian
Fellowship sat at a table adorned
with more flowers and two framed
photos of Clavo and Lau. They softly strummed music as the memorial continued on.
Many students sat huddled at
each table in reflection while still
others left messages for the departed on the two large sheets of white
paper on the walls.
On the sheet dedicated to Clavo,
many friends wrote about her radiant smile and warm nature while
Lau’s friends noted that life would
not be the same without him.
The brothers of Nu Alpha Phi,
Lau’s fraternity, sat together at a table with Lau’s beloved motorcycle
helmet in tow.
After the memorial, all Baruch
students with motorcycles were
invited to join a ride once around
the school, with traffic stopped by
Student Safety.

This semester is not just a new
beginning for many of the new
students at Baruch, but for a great
number of faculty members as
well.
This semester, Baruch College
has witnessed a record number of
new hires. Besides hiring replacements for departing or retiring
faculty members, the college has
created 22 new faculty lines and altogether hired 50 new faculty members.
The press release issued to announce these new hires and to
welcome the new faculty stated
that “Baruch has a total full-time
and adjunct teaching staff of about
1,000” and that these new hires
bring a “total number of full-time
faculty for fall 2007 to 534, including substitutes.”
In April 2007, The Ticker reported that “adjunct professors
are teaching an increasing number
of classes at Baruch College and
CUNY’s 23 other public institutions. With a staff of approximately
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20,000, a whopping 50 percent are
considered adjuncts.”
Considering
the
numbers provided in the press release, Baruch is no different.
“Nationally, the percentage of part
timers among college faculty members increased 41% between 1990
and 2003. At CUNY, the increase in
the same period was 71%,” wrote
Barbara Bowen, the professional
staff Congress (PSC) president, for
Clarion, PSC CUNY Newspaper,
summer 2007 issue.
“Half of the University’s courses
are taught by adjuncts, and the ratio
of part-time to full-time faculty is
on the rise, even as more full-times
are hired. Though formally committed to the goal of 70% full-time
faculty and 30% adjuncts, CUNY
continues to rely on thousands of
underpaid part-timers to balance
the budget as enrollment climbs,”
Bowen continued.
The Baruch-issued press release
further stated that within the past
two years there was a “5% increase
in faculty lines, the first time in over
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BY JANA KASPERKEVIC
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

To place an advertisement,
contact Edward Drakhlis at
(646) 312-4713 or e-mail
ticker_ads@baruch.cuny.edu.
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Bearcats storm CBS CUNY unveils
alert system
BY JACK TEBELE
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

CARL AYLMAN I SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

The Early Show’s Hannah Storm with a few starstruck Baruch students.
BY LIA EUSTACHEWICH
OPINION EDITOR

A handful of Baruch students got
their 15 minutes of fame last week
when they traveled to CBS studios
to be part of the Early Morning
Show audience.
Donning light blue Bearcat
shirts and caps, the 15 students
were taken to CBS studios via a
New York Sightseeing bus.
Accompanied by a live tour
guide, students became tourists as
they were led through picturesque
views of Times Square and Central

Park before finally arriving at the
CBS studio.
After receiving complimentary
breakfast, students lined up behind the cameras located on 59th
and 5th Avenue, waving handmade
signs and wearing their biggest
smiles.
Senior Mercedes Zegarra was
featured live, on-air when weathercaster John Elliot struck up a conversation with her.
“My favorite parts were meeting fellow Bearcats and speaking
on national television, even though
the anchor implied that we skipped

class. Fortunately, I just had work
that day, no class,” said Zegarra.
Director of Student Life Carl Aylman, who supervised the trip, said
the college was contacted directly
by the CBS Early Show in late August.
According to Aylman, 34 people
expressed interest in attending the
live broadcast, but only 15 people
showed up.
He attributes the difficulty of
having to wake up early as a possible factor in the small turnout.

CUNY registers students to vote
BY MARK EMMANUEL
CIRCULATION MANAGER

It has been no secret that the
race for the White House has gotten
off to an unprecedented early start.
With candidates on both parties
campaigning heavily throughout
the summer, Labor Day weekend
served as a midpoint rather than its
customary official start to the election season.
As the country’s largest urban
public university, the City University of New York has also gotten a
jump-start in its efforts to encourage students to “get their tickets
now and join the great American
debate” by registering to vote for
the upcoming election season.
CUNY has partnered with several non-partisan groups in order to
target the nearly 500,000 students
in CUNY’s 23 campuses. The message of registering to vote is being
delivered primarily through brochures and posters that highlight
important dates such as Friday,
Oct. 12, the last date for registering
to vote in November’s general local
elections.
Registered voters are also given
up to Oct. 12 to switch party affiliations, if desired, while Jan. 11, 2008
will serve as the registration deadline for February’s presidential primary.
Increasing voter awareness and
improving the rate of student registration are key goals for CUNY and
its non-partisan partners. In view of
the idea that New York State’s early
Feb. 5, 2008 primary date gives it a

greater influence in deciding which
candidates will represent both parties, CUNY is hoping that students
can exert considerable influence by
registering to vote.
They’re counting on marketing vehicles like a “Coming Soon”
movie-oriented poster to get student’s attentions in what many experts have called one of the most
important presidential elections in
history.
Also, because most CUNY students are naturalized citizens, the
registration campaign provides a
much-needed push for students
to register and exercise one of the
most important rights as a citizen.
Since the genesis of this semester, Baruch College, via the Office
of Student Life, has been doing its
part by providing a table on the second floor lobby with voter registration forms.
The Office of Student Life has
also sent out reminders through
its weekly newsletter. The Office of
Legislative Affairs within the Undergraduate Student Government
is also planning on a bold initiative
that will take place in form of a registration contest.
Learning communities and student clubs are eligible to compete
in this contest, which is scheduled
to start with a Kick-off Luncheon
on Tuesday, Sept. 25. Prizes will be
awarded to the top three clubs that
register the most voters between
that Tuesday and December, with
the second and third place clubs
required to register at least 100 and
75 students, respectively.

According to Sean Perryman,
vice president of legislative affairs
in USG, “It’s essential to register as
many students as possible to vote
because this gives Baruch a greater voice when we go to Albany to
lobby.”
The first and second place clubs
will receive $700 and $500, respectively, towards their club budget
while the winning learning community will get a night out on the
town compliments of USG.
This year, students in New York
have a major incentive: the two
leading candidates in national polls
on both parties have represented
New York in a significant capacity.
Neal Rosenstein, an election specialist with New York Public Interest Research states, “We are nonpartisan but we think it’s important
for students to collectively identify with each other as students and
turn out at the polls to let legislators
know that students care about certain issues.”
Another challenge is also getting
students to volunteer on election
days as part of the city’s 30,000 poll
workers or by assisting voters. Citizen Union, another CUNY partner,
hopes that CUNY students will also
be a part of this operational voting
process. With the couple hundred
dollars that poll workers can earn
for their service, students have an
extra incentive other than the delight of serving their community.
Andrea Senteno of Citizen
Union stated, “We are moving forward and strengthening this relationship with CUNY.”

The tragic events of Monday,
April 16 that took place at the Virginia Tech campus served as a
wake up call. Students and administrations at universities across the
nation realized the importance of a
good communication system.
During that fateful morning in
Blacksburg, Va., it took over one
hour for the remaining student
population to be informed about
what was occurring. There had
been multiple shots fired, individuals injured and even one fatality,
all before everyone knew what had
happened. There was a breakdown
of communication between the
different members of the Virginia
Tech organization.
Many issues of concern were
raised following the events. Are
teachers allowed or even required
to report students who exhibit unorthodox behaviors? Is it the fault
of the individual who sold the gun
and ammunition that Seung-Hui
Cho used to murder the individuals? Accusations went as far as
targeting the room advisors at the
dorm where Cho lived.
Regardless, though, of who was
at fault, many people of the Virginia
Tech community felt that the initial
shootings should have triggered
an emergency response. Students,
staff members and administration
should have been contacted in order to warn them of the imminent
danger.
During our age of technological innovation, it is not difficult to
reach large masses in a short period of time. Virginia Tech should

have e-mailed all of its students. It
is imperative to have an emergency
communication system in order to
protect all the members of the campus community.
It is precisely for this reason that
CUNY has decided to create such
a plan. In fact, Baruch is currently
taking bids from different companies in order to plan, create and
implement this system as soon as
possible. The principle that they
have in mind is to be able to send
mass text messages to students via
cellular telephone or e-mail.
Baruch has previously attempted to set up a similar system. Approximately one year ago, the Air
Baruch system became popular
and well known to most of the student population. This was a way for
teachers to communicate with students in case the teacher was not
able to attend class. In addition, the
Blackboard system was accessible
in order for students to view assignments and important dates. The
main idea was that if each student
had the Air Baruch system, then
they would all be easily accessible
in the case of an emergency.
Baruch is a commuter college,
which means that students are
constantly entering and exiting the
premises. Many times, they are in
the subway system, which makes it
even harder to reach them. Therefore, an emergency communication
system would enable the administration to get the message across
before students enter Baruch. It
is unfortunate that a tragedy had
to occur for universities to see the
need for such a system. Nonetheless, we cannot change the past,
and must prepare for the future.
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Monster DLP New program expands
successful cultural knowledge
BY NGA VU
STAFF WRITER

Baruch College is well known
for its diverse student body and
multicultural campus. Capitalizing
on this enriching environment, the
Weissman Center for International
Business has created the Global
Student Certificate Program to help
Baruch students leverage their international skills.
The Global Student Certificate
Program seeks to improve student
knowledge of cultures and their
presentation skills. Participants of
the program are required to go to a
number of cultural events ranging
from Japanese tea workshop to a
tour of the United Nations.
The minimum requirement is 10
workshops a year, which can translate into one workshop a month for
students with busy schedules.

A capstone project is due at the
end of the academic year to conclude the program. For the capstone project, students are assigned
into groups to conduct research on
a country of the group’s choice and
present the research in the format
of a website and a group presentation.
Throughout the year, training
workshops and seminars on multicultural teamwork, cross-cultural
negotiations, networking and globalization are given so that students can gradually improve their
skills and effectively complete the
capstone project.
This year, a writing workshop
will be added to the program. Each
group will have a student adviser
who graduated from GSC the previous year to help with the project
and provide general consultation.
Additional benefits of the pro-

gram include a one-year subscription of the Wall Street Journal, a tour
of the United Nations, networking
events with global companies and
membership in the Weissman Center’s global internship program.
The program is an alternative to
studying abroad. Professor Lancia
Yan, the program coordinator, said
she would recommend this program to students because she sees
how much the they have learned
during their time in the program.
The program is open to full-time
students of all majors who have a
minimum GPA of 3.0.
To apply, a student will need to
submit the completed GSI application form, which can be downloaded from the Weissman Center’s
website, and an unofficial college
transcript.
An interview with the program
coordinator is also required.

Baruch increases staff number
n CONTINUED FROM FRONT

TERRESA LING I SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

Students learned they could network and have a good time simultamiously.
BY TERRESA LING
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

“It was the best conference I’ve
ever been to, so good, I had to go
twice,” proclaimed Krys Foster, a
rising junior and biology major at
the University of Miami.
The Monster Diversity Leadership Program (DLP), a division
of Monster.com, took place at St.
John’s University from Aug. 10-12.
Students across the nation have
raved about this program’s $100,000
in scholarship money awarded
and opportunities to network with
companies such as PricewaterhouseCoopers, New York Life and
Bloomberg.
Chuck Knippen founded DLP
in 2002 and also acts as its general
manager. The program’s mission
is to connect student leaders with
companies based on the principal
of “edutainment,” develop careerbuilding skills, and motivate students to reach goals and succeed.
Knippen’s inspiration came
during high school while attending
the LEAD Program in business at
Columbia University. It is his hope
that each new student will “pay it
forward” too.
Taking place at 10 locations
during the summer, the program
selects 3,000 student leaders to attend the all expenses paid weekend
conference at a college campus.
Although this opportunity is only
open to rising sophomores, juniors
and seniors, graduate students may
submit their resumes for a chance
to win scholarship money. Once
accepted, students prepare to meet
299 others from across the nation.
The program commenced that
Friday night with a pizza party
sponsored by Enterprise Rent-ACar. With music blasting in the
background, students chatted excitedly and eagerly awaited the
events of the weekend.
To add to the excitement, companies handed out bagful of freebies, tickets for prizes and scholarships. Other features include prizes
ranging from iPods to gift cards.
Students were then separated
into groups based on majors and
partnered with a company. This
reporter was placed with PricewaterhouseCoopers. PwC provided

valuable information about attaining internships.
They advised on available opportunities, personally reviewed
resumes and shared interviewing
tips, such as always writing thank
you notes and maintaining a pleasant attitude.
The highlight of Saturday was
the Target Red Room Party. The
red-themed lounge party had
special red drinks with glow-stick
straws, candy and a floating wave
of blinking red lights in a semi-dark
room.
Outside, students lounged on
two revolving hemisphere-shaped
chairs in the same red shade.
On Sunday, the final day, students participated in team building
activities such as creating the tallest
freestanding structure using construction paper and masking tape
in 10 minutes. The winning team
created a structure very much like
the Eiffel Tower.
In addition, there was a Career
Fair that featured all the companies
and concluded with an inspirational keynote speaker.
DLP participants were truly
blown away by what they experienced from this weekend. “I really
enjoyed DLP,” noted Myreli Lopez,
a rising sophomore at SUNY Geneseo. “I never thought it was going
to be this much fun. I’m actually
thinking of doing it again.”
Danika Chen, a Baruch College
junior majoring in international
marketing added, “It’s a great way
to spend a weekend. I made a
bunch of friends and networking is
always fun.”
Sally Reyes, a sophomore majoring in business administration
at Fordham University, noted that,
“The playing field has been flattened even more, thanks to the diverse and unique contributors such
as Monster DLP.”
Applying for DLP is simple,
but competitive. This year, 25,000
students applied and only 3,000
students were accepted. Only a resume and an online application are
needed. The past year, 26 Baruch
students attended.
For more information about the
program, visit monsterdlp.com.

a decade that Baruch has added a
significant number of new positions.” The college believes that
since enrollment numbers remain
steady, the additional faculty will
have a direct, positive impact on
class size.
Furthermore, these new additions to the faculty and their experience and skills in various fields
are to be a point of pride for the
institution.
However, this does not change
the fact presented in The Ticker’s article “Adjuncts: Unfairly Affordable
Educators” published last semester, that there is a concern about
adjuncts who might be underpaid,

and thus unmotivated, teaching
half the courses at the college.
“I am joining the college this
year too,” said new provost and senior vice president for Academic
Affairs James McCarthy, who has a
faculty appointment in the School
of Public Affairs where two new
faculty members joined him this
semester.
“It is gratifying to join Baruch at
a time when the size and renown of
the faculty is growing. My priority is
to facilitate and lead faculty scholarship, development and recognition,” stated McCarthy.
The Zicklin School of Business
welcomed 17 new full-time faculty this year, while the Weissman
School of Arts and Sciences, which

is still trying to improve Baruch’s
reputation as far as liberal arts are
concerned, welcomed 28 new fulltime hires.
According to the college’s press
release, the new faculty’s “specializations mirror the college’s focus
on communications skills and desire to keep its curriculum current
and innovative.”
“It’s an honor for me to welcome academics of such depth and
breadth of talent to Baruch College,” said Kathleen Waldron, Baruch College president.
“The faculty is the source of our
intellectual reputation and I’m
proud to stake our claim with the
full-time faculty and adjuncts who
teach at Baruch.”
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English prof writes poet biography
n Chronicling the
life of American
poet Amy Lowell
BY REBECCA FORBES
STAFF WRITER

Professor Carl Rollyson of the
English department is working on
a biography of American poet Amy
Lowell.
A seasoned biographer of women, Rollyson notes that all of his
subjects had “dramatic personalities” and were always willing to put
their professional ambitions first.
In addition, Rollyson says he
writes about people whose previous biographies he feels “did not
serve them well.”
Amy Lowell is no exception. In
2000, while on sabbatical, Rollyson
devoted time to writing an encyclopedia on 20th century literature.
As he was researching, Rollyson found that previous reference
books mentioned the need for a
new biography on Lowell.
In reading her first biographies,
he began to understand the need.
“Most biographers couldn’t see her
as a whole human being,” Rollyson
says. “They couldn’t put together
her lifestyle and her work.”
Lowell, born in 1874, was part of
a prominent Massachusetts family.
She left school at age 17, choosing
instead to self-educate by reading
in her family’s magnanimous library.
Rollyson believes this choice
was characteristic of Lowell. “She
may not have benefited from college.”
Many of the men in her family
were successful and high-profile in

the community. Being part of such
an illustrious family was both a gift
and a burden. “Her family gave her
a lot of confidence,” Rollyson notes.
“She didn’t have to worry about
money.”
However, the Lowells were supposed to act a certain way, and
Amy’s behavior was not always
what was expected.
She was often criticized for being overweight, wearing masculine
clothing and smoking cigars. Yet,
Lowell didn’t seem to care about
such evaluations. “She had a pretty
thick skin,” Rollyson says.
Lowell didn’t begin publishing
her poems until her late 30s. Rollyson notes that she took literature
seriously and was not going to send
out work unless she truly thought it
was worth publishing.
In addition, Lowell also helped
other poets get published. “She
had a business mind. She saw no
contradiction between poetry and
being successful and famous,” Rollyson says.
Yet, success came somewhat
gradually for Lowell. Her first book
of poetry, A Dome of Many-Coloured Glass, was thought to be very
conventional. Rollyson observes
that it was imitative of Romantic poets, such as John Keats, who
Lowell was deeply influenced by
and later wrote a biography on.
At this time, the Imagist movement was growing in England. According to the Academy of American Poets, Imagism is rooted in
imagery and clear, simple language.
When Lowell heard about the
movement, “it set her free,” says
Rollyson. “She broke out of her poetic shell.” She traveled to England
to meet with Imagist poets. Ezra
Pound, Hilda Doolittle (known as

“H.D.”), D.H. Lawrence and Richard Aldington all became major
influences.
However, Rollyson explains
that her enthusiasm for the movement bothered some because they
thought it was part of a “marketing scheme.” In particular, Pound
thought she was “vulgar and not a
good poet,” Rollyson says.
Rollyson also notes that many in
the literary world were prejudiced
towards her because she did have
money, a luxury not afforded to
other burgeoning poets.
Lowell is credited with bringing
the Imagist movement to the United States. She incorporated many
of its basic ideals into her work. She
continued to write books of poetry,
which were all best-sellers in the
old-fashioned sense. “They sold
thousands of copies and went into
second or third printings,” Rollyson
says.
Amy Lowell died in 1925. The
next year, she was awarded the
Pulitzer Prize in Poetry for What’s
O’Clock. “She would have cherished
it,” Rollyson says. “It would have
been a fulfillment of her work.”
Yet, despite such an honor, Rollyson says her reputation went into
a decline after her death.
No one, not even her long-time
lover Ada Dwyer Russell, carried
on her legacy. “Pound and T.S. Eliot reasserted their position in the
literary world,” Rollyson says. To
them, Lowell was a novelty and
they referred to her as such.
Rollyson explains that her work
is only regaining attention because
scholars looked back and felt she
“needed to be re-examined.”
Her abilities, which had once
been trivialized by critics, are now
being seen in a more understanding light.
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The subject of Prof. Carl Rollyson’s book, poet Amy Lowell.
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Peru in ruins after mega-quake College remembers
September 11 victims
n CONTINUED FROM FRONT

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF THE NEW YORK TIMES

BY CYNTHIA ROJAS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Wednesday, Aug. 15 at
around 6:45 p.m., Peru and neighboring countries were shaken by
one of the most powerful earthquakes recorded to date.
Lasting for two and a half devastating minutes, it left behind an
estimated 500 deaths with several
thousand more wounded.
The massive quake, which measured an overwhelming 8.0 on the
Richter scale, dispersed to parts
of Colombia and Chile, having its
greatest impact on the impoverished Peruvian districts of Ica, Pisco, Chincha and Cañete.
In the midst of chaos, civilians
fled to the streets seeking refuge
from falling debris.
Communication lines were

down, homes destroyed and all
sense of normalcy was lost in fear
of the aftershocks that ultimately
occurred. Coastal regions were
completely wiped out.
Villagers pulled out bodies from
the rubble as families helplessly
searched for loved ones among the
corpses that lined the streets.
At approximately 11 p.m., the
president of Peru, Alan García, declared a state of emergency with the
death toll rising every moment.
There is great criticism about the
government’s delayed response to
these impoverished areas and lack
of an effective contingency plan.
It took the government a surprising 20 hours to reach these areas and send any sort of relief.
Since then, the Pan-American
Highway has been rebuilt to allow
transportation, aid and medical

assistance to enter the devastated
cities.
The events that occurred in
Peru two weeks ago, remind us of
the U.S. government’s response to
the victims of Hurricane Katrina in
the poverty stricken areas of New
Orleans, where civilians were left
stranded without water and basic
necessities for a substantial length
of time.
Currently, great relief efforts are
being made through private agencies, working to rebuild ravished
cities and restore hope in the hearts
of the victims.
Latin American Youth and Association of Latino Professionals in
Finance & Accounting will hold the
Peru Earthquake Relief Fundraiser
on Thursday, Sept. 20 on the second floor lobby.

Waldon Christopher Ashley and
Imam Samer Alraey, who spoke of
9/11’s impact on each of their communities. Baruch College President
Kathleen Waldron, was among one
of the many faculty present among
the diverse student audience.
Carl Aylman, director of the Office of Student Life, commented,
“After six years, Sept. 11 takes on a
different aspect. Part of it is remembrance and the other is looking forward on how we can rebuild.”
Rabbi Miller, who serves as
the Jewish Chaplain for Baruch
College and director of the Communal Spiritual Care Project for the
Jewish community ,began the panel
discussion. He spoke of post-9/11
events and the response from courageous people who gave their lives
helping others.
The Rabbi emphasized, “9/11
is a reminder of the power of our
choices.” Responsibility lies in each
and every one of us to understand
the impact that such decisions
have.
The discussion proceeded to the
Rev. Dr. Ashley, who exemplified
the difficulty that religious leaders
faced to assist civilians of distinct
religious backgrounds.
Ashley works with the Council
of Churches of the City of New York
and holds a doctorate in psychotherapy.
Fred S. Teng, a Baruch College
alumni and former candidate for
city council, elaborated on the hardships felt by the Chinese American
community in Lower Manhattan.
“After 9/11, people could not go
to work because all their businesses were located south of Hudson
Street, which was off-limits.”

The fourth and last speaker,
Imam Samer Alraey, a civil and religious leader, expressed the panic
felt by the Muslim community
post-9/11.
In addition to coping with the
attacks, the Muslim community
was forced to deal with media criticism and was ostracized by many
Americans who considered them
liable for what took place.
The Imam explained that men
of his community could not go to
work, for fear that they would be
attacked on the streets because of
their traditional clothing, regardless of their religious practices.
Moreover, Muslim families
feared for their children’s well being and would not send them to
school.
The Imam helped to restore order and find solutions for the chaos
inflicted on the Muslim community, who were used as a scapegoat.
Collectively, the panel spoke of
collaboration among religious leaders after 9/11 to cope with the religious relief needed by civilians and
was followed by a Q&A session.
Since then, an effort to teach religious leaders new methods of assisting civilians of different religious
backgrounds has taken place.
Religious entities have teamed
up with more scientific methods of
facilitation, such as psychoanalysis,
to aid people overcoming the grief
felt after tragedy.
Brittany Wood, a freshman at
Baruch stated, “I was surprised by
the collaboration among the different religions.”
This year marked another year
for reflection and remembrance of
those whose courage continues to
inspire us and provide hope in a
time of great uncertainty.

Opinion
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I’ll tell you where
to blow it

Ticker Talk
n That mysterious
technology fee
“Ticker Talk” is a new series of editorials
highlighting Baruch-related issues. The consensus of each week’s editorial is decided by
that week’s respective editorial panel.
For those of you who actually read your
semester bill, you’ve most likely noticed
the $90 technology fee. Does this fee that
you — or the Peter Vallone Scholarship
— pay for each semester make you scratch
your head in wonderment?
At first, it seemed unclear where the
money was being allocated, despite the
fact that, again, we — or the Peter Vallone
Scholarship — pay for it every semester.
After contacting Arthur Downing, assistant vice president for information technology, he led us to the Technology Fee
Report, a link within the Baruch College
homepage which breaks down by percentage how the technology fee is allocated
each year.
The first question has been answered;
information on this mysterious technology
fee is indeed readily available to the inquiring student. However, why is the existence
of this Technology Fee Report unknown to
the majority of the student population?
This may be the case for two reasons
which perpetuate one another. Although
the information is located on our school
Web site, a site that most students use everyday, the annual Technology Fee Report
is hidden behind other links.
Because of this, some students might
have the impression that information on
the break down of the fee is non-existent.
But it’s bothersome to think that students
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DAVID LERNER
Tar. Ash. Nicotine. Polonium-210. Aside
from the obvious things like cyanide, baby
poison and paper cuts, these are a few of
my favorite things. It will therefore come as
no surprise that after a long day of escalator
climbing and icicle dodging, I enjoy nothing
more than walking out of Baruch and being
greeted with the warm feeling of delight that
only a thick cloud of cigarette smoke can produce.
I realize I can’t always have it my way, but
it’s also obvious that the best way to get my fill
is through a lip-pucker full of smoke, blown
into both my eyes and nose by a thoughtful
peer.
Last but not least, one cannot forget the
secret pleasures of cigarette ash, the snowflake-like particles that drift magnificently
through the air until they plant themselves
peacefully in your hair, slowly burn holes
through your anatomy textbook (which you
carry around suspiciously for reasons that
you would rather not discuss) and angrily set

fire to your Sloppy Joe sandwich.
Now, I don’t want anyone to think I’m
against smoking. Anyone who knows me will
tell you that cancer, heart disease, emphysema and birth defects are not only my dream
illnesses, but also my lifelong goals.
The problem, you see, is that if I stay at
Baruch for another two years, I will reach my
life’s objectives, the climax of my existence, at
the premature age of 22.
If I have emphysema at 22, what will I
have to look forward to at 30, in the few years
before I die? I know, there is still the possibility of birth defects further down the road, but
that’s assuming my weak heart allows me to
conceive.
My proposal? Instead of standing three
and a quarter inches away from the external doors of the school while you’re puffing
away, where your smoke is forced into the
child-like pink lungs of your peers, stand off
in the immediate escape paths, or even with
our friendly SVA neighbors. Whatever you do,
just don’t take away my hopes and dreams.
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DANIEL AYZENBERG
While there are still many people living
in this world who have witnessed the horrors of World War II and the terror of the Nazi
regime, there is now another similar wave of
boldness — in the Middle East.
Iran is the infamous and daily news-making dictatorial country. While one may argue
that Iran is just another country being harassed by the “imperialistic” U.S., it seems
that Iran, steered by stately president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, is actually seeking this
impudent image.
A series of related events reveal the true
nature of the regime. Last year’s remark “to
wipe Israel off the map” is only one of the
many incidents that represent the president’s
obsessed temperament. The cynical competition to mock the Holocaust was a sign of a
demeaning effort “to counter” the caricature
scandal that recently shook up Europe.
The latest craze was the Holocaust deniers’
conference held by Ahmadinejad himself
and attracted former Ku Klux Klan members,
Nazi party representatives from European
countries and others of such caliber.
However, the central issue of the regime
is the role it plays in the Middle East and its
notorious nuclear program. The former is an
extension of the overall confrontation with
the United States and the West.
The confrontation that took place last
summer is a vivid example. When many Russian-made weapons were captured, the se-
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don’t feel inherently compelled to search
out the annual report when it’s money
coming out of their pockets.
The Peter Vallone Scholarship quip
undoubtedly pops up again as one of the
biggest reasons why students don’t feel
the need to be educated on the Technology Fee — because they don’t pay for it,
save for a few. Those who do pay for their
tuition through loans or out-of-pocket are
more likely to feel curious as to where their
money goes.
Regardless of whether or not the Peter
Vallone Scholarship pays your tuition or
if you literally pay out-of-pocket, as Baruch College students, we should all care
if the buttons stick on the kiosk computers
in Vertical Campus lounges or if all of the
computer labs are full and another could
be opened.
There is a cyclical nature to why this fee
feels so mysterious. The Student Technology Fee Committee could do a better job
at providing the annual Technology Fee
Report to students, but at the same time,
students need to be more aware of where
this money goes.
There’s no use in playing the blame
game when both are at fault. The Student
Technology Fee Committee needs to make
strides to send the annual Technology Fee
Report to each individual student and
students need to feel more motivated to
research where money in their name is going.
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rial numbers were magically traced back to
Iran, who made sure to restock the exhausted
supplies of weapons through the Syrian border. While one may argue about the intent
of Iran’s interference in the Middle Eastern
conflict, one thing is clear; it only harms the
ultimate goal of stabilizing the region.
Putting aside all the contemplations and
theories that haven’t yet been proven, one
should fear the idea of Iran’s nuclear capacity while headed by its imprudent president.
Children are taught to hate and are given false
facts right from school. Iranian schoolbooks
present the U.S., Israel, and all other Western
countries as evil, with people who dream of
destroying the glorious Iranian nation.
According to the Center for Monitoring
the Impact of Peace, U.S. is referred to as
“The Big Devil,” “World Hannibal,” and “impudent” in these books. According to CMIP,
the ultimate message in Iranian schoolbooks
is Iran, the world super power preparing for
the jihad world, and the goal of spreading Islam all over the world.
Will Iran really stop? Unlikely, without
outside interference. Recently, Ahmadinejad
called the nuclear program a “train without
brakes”. Something more than just peaceful
and preferred diplomacy may be needed to
contain the “lion in the corner.”
Clearly, this is not the scenario people
would prefer, but when the choice comes
down to the threat of Islamic extremists with
nuclear bombs or a free world, one would
prefer the latter.

ABOUT US
The Ticker is published weekly by the
Ticker editorial staff at:
One Bernard Baruch Way
Suite 3-290
New York, NY 10010
All work except printing is done by
Baruch students. All contributions
and letters are welcome. Our office
is open during regular school hours.
Any display or advertising questions

should be directed to the advertising
manager, at the above address or
ticker_ads@baruch.cuny.edu.
Please direct all other inquires to:
ticker@baruch.cuny.edu or you can
reach us at (646) 312-4710. The
Ticker welcomes comments and
suggestions as well as information
about error.
Volume 92, Issue 3
Established 1932

SEPTEMBER 17, 2007

THE TICKER OPINION i PAGE 7

Business

PAGE 8 I THE TICKER BUSINESS

SEPTEMBER 17, 2007

Baruch invited to join the Fed Challenge again
BY MICHAEL CAREW
ZICKLIN CORRESPONDENT

The Federal Reserve Bank of
New York has designated Baruch
College as a participant in its rigorously competitive “Fed Challenge.”
Student teams from 25 highly selective colleges will compete for a total
of over $90,000 of which almost
$50,000 is set aside for the students
themselves.
The competition is directed at
the education of students in the
formation of policy in the management of the nation’s money supply.
Student teams will research current economic events and present
Prof. Michael Carew breaks down
the basics of the Fed Challenge.

PHIL.FRB.ORG

Fed Challenge 2007 Schedule
September 27 - Organizational meeting of student participants
October 9 - Student Orientation at NY Federal Reserve Bank
November 5 - New York Fed “1st Round” Regional competition at NY Fed
November 16 - New York Fed “Semi-Final” and Final competition at NY Fed
November 26-27 - Inter-District Finals in Washington, D.C

What is the benefit of participating in the “Challenge”?
Aside from the possibility of winning some prize money, students
can expect to both expand their
knowledge of Monetary policy,
get a big resume plus and improve
their presentation skills.
How much effort will be expected of me in the “Challenge”?
In the eight weeks of the competition, the equivalent of an additional course.
Will the “Challenge” be a faculty or student directed effort?
This is emphatically a student
directed effort, with the faculty
available to assist.
Will we be able to select our
own team members ?
Self-selected teams are preferable, while those looking for teammates can seek faculty assistance in
locating teammates.

their findings and recommendations to a panel of professional
economists and Federal Reserve
officials acting as the Federal Open
Market Committee.
They will be judged on the quality of their presentation and their
ability to effectively respond to
questions from panel members.
The initial round of competition
will be at the New York Federal Reserve Bank on Tuesday, Nov. 6 and
Friday, Nov. 16. The winner in that
competition will proceed to the National competition in Washington,
D.C. at the Federal Reserve Boards
headquarters on Monday, Nov. 26
and Tuesday, Nov. 27.

The Baruch Economics and Finance Department is planning a
preliminary training round among
Baruch students in late October.
Participation is encouraged
among not only economics and
finance majors, but all students interested in government policy formation.
Students interested in participating in this challenging and
rewarding competition should
visit the New York Federal Reserve
Bank’s web site at newyorkfed.org/
education/fed-challenge_college.
html or contact Professor Michael
Carew at michael_carew@baruch.
cuny.edu, or at (646) 312-3488.

Can non-eco/finance students
participate?
Yes, students need not be eco/
finance majors, in fact the winning
teams usually are strong with good
“think on your feet” and argumentation abilities.

I am carrying a very heavy
course load this semester. Can
I still participate in the “Challenge”?
The effort to prepare, practice
and compete successfully will involve at least the equivalent of an
additional course. You should not
participate if you think it will impact your academic performance.

What happens to those students who don’t make the final
“team”?
We hope that all participants will
keep up their enthusiasm as “back
ups”, helpers and spectators.
Where can I find more information on the “Challenge” and
the Fed?
You can visit the eco/finance office, the Fed website at nyfed.org or
the Baruch website.
Will there be research materials available?
Yes, all student participants will
visit the New York Fed at 33 Liberty
Street on Wednesday, Oct. 10 and
can pick up and order all Fed publications at no cost.

Who gets the $80,000 awarded
by the Moody’s Foundation?
The prize money is split roughly
60 percent for the students and 20
percent each for the colleges and
departments depending on which
prize is won.
What really determines the
winner of the “Challenge”?
Past winners have been those
that have convinced the judges of
their command of monetary policy,
their logical persuasion and their
responses to the judges questions.
How should we prepare?
Practice, practice, practice!

The golden future of commodities
BY ARI JAHJA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The global infrastructure boom
has lifted the demand and prices of
industrial metals such as iron ore,
nickel, aluminum, zinc and copper.
Some Wall Street analysts have also
reiterated their positive view on
these commodities.
Merrill Lynch recently raised
its long-term price forecasts on a
number of metals including iron
ore, nickel, and aluminum.
Meanwhile, RBC Capital Markets increased its 2008 copper price
forecast by 16 percent, based on
supply constraints amid healthy
demand.
Demand
for
commodities
these days are driven by fast growing economies overseas, such as
China and India. Both economies
are growing at an annual pace of
roughly 11 percent and 9 percent,
respectively.
At the end of July, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) raised
its forecasts for world economic
growth, forecasting GDP growth of
5.2 pct in 2007 and 2008, compared
to 4.9 pct in a previous forecast.
In contrast, it cut its forecast for
the US in 2007 to 2.0 pct from its
April forecast of 2.2 pct, and maintained at 2.8 pct its forecast for
2008.
The major concern right now
is whether or not global economic
growth could be affected by the

slowdown in U.S. economy amid the
subprime crisis and credit squeeze.
Although some believe that the
slowdown in U.S. consumer spending can hurt the Chinese economy,
it is important to know that China’s
export to the U.S. only accounts 20
percent of its total exports.
Therefore, the slowdown is not
substantial enough to drag growth
in the Chinese economy and the
demand for industrial metals. Due
to increased production of cars,
appliances, and building construction, China has become the world’s
largest consumer of metals.
Furthermore, investors should
also not overlook the surging demand for commodities from India,
the world’s second-fastest growing
major economy.
Predominantly a service-fueled
economy, there is a plenty of room
for further industrialization in India. As of 2006, the India’s industrial sector accounted to only about
19 percent of GDP, a small portion
relative to China’s 47 percent.
According to Bloomberg, India’s government plans to spend
as much as $450 billion by 2012 to
build new roads, ports and power
stations and accelerate growth to
10% from an average 8.6 percent in
the past four years.
BHP Billiton (BHP), the world’s
largest mining company, mentioned in August that they have
been pushing aggressively to India,
as the country will need more en-
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One Year Chart of BHP Billiton (BHP), Companhia Vale do Rio Doce (RIO) and Freeport McMoran (FCX).
ergy commodities such as coal, as
well as metals.
Blackstone (BX), the private equity giant, is also betting on India’s
infrastructure boom through its
$150 million investment in Nagarjuna Construction.
Firm commodity prices can be

seen as a good proxy of healthy
global economic growth. One way
to capitalize on this long-term uptrend is through an exposure to
commodity stocks in your portfolio.
In addition to BHP Billiton, my top
picks in the metals space include
Companhia Vale do Rio Doce

(RIO), the world’s biggest producer
of iron ore, and Freeport McMoran
(FCX), the largest copper company
that is also a major gold producer.
These companies have strong
fundamentals and reasonable valuation at the current levels.
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Activists gain momentum in new corporate landscape
BY EMMANUEL ONYENYILI
CIRCULATION MANAGER

The emergence of new investment vehicles, instruments and
structured products has led to the
materialization of a new layer of
sophisticated investors such as
hedge funds and private equity
groups. These investors have been
an integral part of the three-year
Bull Run in the equity market, but
often misunderstood and underestimated are activist hedge funds,
which are usually found under a
highly secretive event-driven strategy. In essence, the old-style raiders of the ‘80s have tweaked their
game plans to adjust to this new
corporate landscape. The days of
making investments, trying to get
a quick tender and completing the
process in six months or less are
history. These days, activist hedge
funds are uncharacteristically patient, holding their positions for
two or more years. How powerful
have activist investors become?
Consider that the near $100 billion
sale of ABN Amro was stirred up by
a prominent London activist fund,
Children’s Investment Fund, which
called for the company’s break up.
Activist investors are seeking
out underperforming, undervalued
companies with poor governance
practices, and then try to buy significant stakes in those companies
at discounts to the inherent value
of the underlying assets. (i.e. it’s
balance sheet strength, cash flow
and earnings power). Most, but
not all, activist hedge funds employ
this bottom-up, asset-based approach. Through a variety of techniques, such as lobbying for stock
buybacks, divestitures, increased
stock-based compensation, board
changes and proxy fights, they try
to unlock shareholder value by influencing management decisions
and ultimately fight for change that

is beneficial to all shareholders. The
range of activist hedge funds is not
limited to the companies they invest in. In some cases, other hedge
funds, institutions, pension funds
and other major shareholders will
follow suit and support the activist
hedge fund.
The new shift in the post Enron,
Tyco & Worldcom corporate landscape has ultimately helped the
cause of activists. SOX (Sarbanes
Oxley), scrutiny of executive compensation and option backdating
scandals are some of the factors
that have also contributed to this
shift. Investors are now more willing than in the past to hold management more accountable. And
considering that the whole rationale behind activist hedge funds
is predicated upon the thesis that
shareholders are owners of the
business and management should
be held accountable to drive shareholder value, activists are leveraging
this shift. From an activist’s point of
view, it’s their duty to resolve ‘agency problems’ or self-serving corporate behavior in public companies
on behalf of shareholders who lack
the resources and the leverage to
do so, and in the process, to rectify
a deficiency in the functioning of
stock markets, while making a couple million dollars along the way.
Activist Hedge funds are often
characterized as disguised corporate raiders interested in earning a quick buck and victimizing
companies. Studies, however, have
inferred the contrary. Two recent
academic studies give credence to
the notion that activist investors
do affect change. An academic paper by Nicole Boyson and Robert
Mooradian, associate professors
of finance and insurance at Northeastern University, concluded that
because activist hedge funds usually target smaller firms with good
operating performances, their agi-

CASAM-HEDGE.COM

Activist hedge funds are driving the event driven strategy.
tation often results in better company performance. “On average,
both short-term and long-term
target performance improves following hedge fund activist activity.”
According to their findings, activist
hedge funds have been more successful than traditional activist investors, such as pension and mutual funds, due to four main reasons.
“First, hedge funds rarely have
conflicts of interest (such as politically motivated agendas) common
among pension funds and mutual
funds. Second, hedge funds are
willing to spend money; the average target firm holding in our
sample is about $18 million. Third,
although hedge funds are often
considered to be short-term investors, this is not true for our sample
of activist funds considering these
hedge funds typically stay active
in their targets for over two years.
Fourth, many activist hedge funds
have lockup provisions. A lockup
provision requires that hedge fund
investors not withdraw their money
for a fixed time (usually six months

to one year), thus encouraging longer term strategies.”
A second study by Harvard’s
Robin Greenwood and Morgan
Stanley’s Michael Schor, also concludes that because activist hedge
funds have a niche for targeting
companies that “can be put in play”
or can be sold more easily in an
M&A transaction. These are often
smaller companies with small market-to-book ratios and little or no
analyst coverage. “What accounts
for these high returns [of activist
hedge funds]? One hypothesis is
that activists improve the firm as
a going concern, either by firing
management or by forcing management to institute operational
or governance changes,” the study
adds.
When you consider that private equity firms made a killing
by buying companies, changing
the capital structure and holding
management accountable, activist
investing starts to make solid business sense. In short, all the profit
that private equity firms are making

essentially stems from the current
shareholders of the companies being traded. Private equity firms are
now unlocking the intrinsic value
that shareholders were unable to
when these companies were public. As a result, activist investors are
buying stocks in the public markets
without paying the premiums while
maintaining liquidity and pushing
for the same changes that private
equity firms would have made.
Legendary activist investor Car
Icahn puts it best when he says, “We
do the job the LBO guys do, but for
all the shareholders.” According to
Fortune magazine, Icahn Partners,
one of the marquee activist funds
in the world, has returned 40 percent (28 percent after fees), since
its inception less than three years
ago. Compare this to the S&P’s return of about 13 percent within
the same period. Notable activist
hedge funds include Pirate Capital, Paulson, Capital Group, Steel
Partners, Third Point and Tosca
Fund.
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Making Baruch a target school
n Investment
Banking Club holds
first fall meeting
BY LARRY LLERENA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In time for the fall recruiting
season for summer and full-time
jobs, the Investment Banking Club
held its first event on Thursday to
kick off the fall semester. The meeting featured the club’s message that
there are opportunities for front-office careers on Wall Street, no matter what year you are in.
During the last couple of years,
recruiters have slowly begun to
show a presence at non-target
schools. As a result of a gifted student body, and programs such as
The Investment Banking Club and
the Wall Street Careers Program,
recruiters are now scouting Baruch
College for front-office candidates.
The ultimate goal of the Investment
Banking Club is to make Baruch
College a target school, giving each
student at the college the equal
opportunity to excel in a career in
front office.
Already the shift to make Baruch a target has begun. JPMorgan
for the first time is coming to Baruch to recruit for sales and trading
internships. JPMorgan will be holding a dinner on Thursday, Oct. 18 to
inform students about the opportunities available to them within
JPMorgan.
“I spent eight of my 12-hour
days working on excel this summer
and 12 of the 16-hour days on excel
last summer,” stated club president
Maria Giraldo. With pervious front

THOMAS SAITTA I THE TICKER

Last Thursday the Investment Banking Club kicked off the semester with a presentation informing interested students of the opportunities available through different
programs. Such programs include the Wall Street training program and the Sophomore & Junior Mentoring program.
office internships at Merrill Lynch
as well as UBS, Giraldo was able to
convey to students the realities that
often time accompany interns during their initial stints in front office
positions. “It’s never too early to

start,” she added.
In particular, Wall Street Training is a great resource that students
have the chance to utilize. The financial modeling course is often
made available to the general pub-

lic for $3,000. At Baruch College,
students will be given the chance to
take the course for a fraction of the
cost, which will give students a significant edge in finance interviews
and front office internships.

Due to the nature of Wall Street,
which parallels the same drive and
ambition of many Baruch students,
the college has a good chance to
become a target school within the
next couple of years.

Features
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Go west, or elsewhere, young man
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The Plaza Mayor in the center of Salamanca is warmly remembered by study abroad veterans.
BY STACEY KOROLKOVA
ART DIRECTOR

The world is shrinking. Immigrant waves continue to rise and
businesses headquartered on Wall
Street open divisions in Singapore
and Luxembourg. In this dynamic
environment, it is easy to see why
so many students flock to enroll in
study abroad programs.
The amount of American university students studying abroad
has increased 144 percent over the
last decade, from 84,403 in 1994-95
to 205,983 in 2006, according to a
report by Open Doors. The surge
is especially visible at Baruch College.
“In 1994-95 there were no more

than a handful of students at Baruch who studied abroad, ” says Dr.
Richard Mitten, the director of the
Study Abroad Office at the Weissman Center for International Business. But when in the late 1990s the
Weissman Center for International
Business set up the Study Abroad
Office, “The number of Baruch
students studying abroad began to
grow significantly.” Over 300 Baruch students studied abroad during the 2006-2007 academic year,
three times more than in 2002.
In Mitten’s opinion, this surge
is due largely to the “heightened
awareness on the part of students
of the importance of a study abroad
experience.” He explains that in
today’s world, “Being able to move

easily within and between cultures
has become an increasingly valued
job qualification that is being increasingly sought by employers in
any number of fields.”
“Surprisingly enough,” says Mitten, “many employers expect job
applicants already to possess intercultural communication skills. So
students wishing to obtain a competitive edge are studying abroad
in ever greater numbers.”
A cornucopia of other benefits
has contributed to this increase.
First, a study abroad experience
is more than just travel. Spending a year, a semester or even a
month abroad with the specific
goal of learning provides intimate
exposure to an unfamiliar culture.

Rather than just touring landmarks,
you comprehend their significance
within the history of the nation.
Rather than gawking at natives, you
begin to understand their origins,
language and means of self-expression.
Second, since being abroad automatically puts you into a foreign
environment, you are forced to
leave behind what is familiar and
comfortable. Thus, you are able
to undergo tremendous personal
growth.
CUNY students, many of whom
are not used to the mythical “dorm
life” experience, can experience
an intermediary lifestyle between
living at home and complete “real
world” independence.
Keiko Akashi, a junior who
studied in Japan last year, had the
opportunity to live in a dormitory.
“There was a huge feeling of community,” she says. “Not only did we
attend class together, but we got
together to do our homework, and
then to go out.”
“One student spent a semester
in Paris — it was his first time doing laundry,” says Mitten. “He came
back, like many do, much more capable and confident.”
Those dealing with the foreign
academic bureaucracy are also
forced to rely on themselves.
In addition to taking on increased responsibility, students
have the chance to broaden their
perspective on foreign ways of life,
and gain insight into the role of
their own culture within the larger
global community.
“Baruch students make up a
unique population,” says Mitten.
“Because New York City is so culturally diverse, students do not realize until they go away that they
still have a shared American experience.”
Through interaction, students
can shed preconceived notions
and experience complete cultural

Students
remember
Salamanca
Scores of Baruch students
have studied at the Colegio de
Espana in Salamanca. Students who went to Salamanca
in June 2007 recall their experiences:
“Being abroad, I started to
understand the language and
culture better. I fell in love with
Spain: people are very hospitable and friendly, and all cities have their own histories.”
– Irina Piskunova, senior
“I was lucky enough to have
my stay in Salamanca coincide with the city’s hosting of
an International Arts Festival.
Beautiful architecture, free
concerts and a friendly social
atmosphere all create an unforgettable backdrop to this
study abroad experience.”
– Jennelle Boodhoo, junior
“There was a huge community of international students
in Salamanca so, to interact,
we had to speak Spanish. I
loved that.”
– Keiko Akashi, junior
“Spending the month in
Salamanca taught me so much
more than just the language.
This was the first time that I really had to take care of myself
and live on my own.”
– Alyssa Wick, junior
“Salamanca was a great
mix: I learned in class with
amazing professors, I enjoyed
the picturesque scenery and I
had plenty of opportunities to
go out!”
– Danika Chen, junior

SEE STUDY ABROAD PAGE 14

Living and learning in a country far, far away
n A Baruchian’s
account of a
semester in Israel
BY TARA EZER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A city that truly never sleeps, the
Israel’s capital Tel Aviv is the place
to wine, dine and do everything in
between for all ages. On any given
night of the week, one can find club
after club packed with people until
seven in the morning. DJs from all
over the world flock to spin in Tel
Aviv clubs. There are lounges in the
heart of the city near Lillenblum
St., and many also venture off to the
Namal where the clubs are more intense than Manhattan’s.
When I made the decision to
spend the spring semester of 2007
studying at Tel Aviv University, I received interesting responses. Many
of my friends understood what the
country represented whereas others, blinded by the media frenzy,
feared for my safety and questioned
my decision.
Since its inception in 1948, Israel has suffered a bad reputation.
For those who have never traveled
to this tiny country that is roughly
the size of New Jersey, Israel is per-

ceived as an incredibly dangerous
place.
I find these critics humorous
because many of them have never
stepped foot on the soil and are
basing their opinions solely on how
the media depicts Israel. What they
don’t realize is that Israel is one of
the most unique countries in the
world and thrives culturally, economically and politically.
Studying abroad is one of the
most enriching experiences a college student can embark on. The
process can be a bit sticky, but I
was incredibly fortunate to have
the support of Baruch Hillel and
its Israel program coordinator, Veronika Lacktman. Because there
are dozens of programs to choose
from in Israel, I spent much time
discussing options with Veronika
and decided that Tel Aviv University was the place for me. Then, the
real work began.
The courses in my program
were conducted entirely in English.
This allowed me to receive Baruch
credit for some of the courses. After
countless visits to the Study Abroad
Office, I was to be registered for Israeli Politics, Commercial and Ideological Propaganda, Israel and the
Environment, and Introduction to

SEE TEL AVIV PAGE 14
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The writer on an all-day/all-night desert trek in Tel Aviv, as part of her Israel and the Environment course.
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Why and how to study abroad
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
immersion.
“We were given the chance to
build upon interpersonal relationships with other students of diverse
origins,” says Janelle Boodhoo, a
junior who studied in Salamanca.
“Hence, while the culture of Spain
may have been the central highlight
to this study abroad experience,
the capability to share and absorb
aspects of my classmates’ cultures
further enlightened me.”
More importantly, students can
form friendships that span international borders.
“I’m happy to say that I am
still in touch and I hope to keep
that connection for a long time to
come,” says Alyssa Wick, who also
went to Salamanca this June. She
became acquainted with German
and French youth.
Studying abroad is especially
rewarding for language learners.
Whether you go to class or simply
order lunch, you always have the
opportunity to practice.
“When communicating with
someone in their language, you are
bound to slip and make mistakes.
But if you are open-minded, if you
can laugh about it: that is how you
learn,” says Mitten.
Study abroad participants report great success. The Institute
for the International Education
of Students surveyed over 3400
alumni who studied abroad from
1950 to 1999. The study showed
that 95 percent of them reported
an increase in self-confidence, 92
percent noted strong intercultural
development, and 80 percent enhanced their academic interests.
Choosing the place to study
“Don’t make choices based
on something that does not come
from you,” urges Mitten. Your par-

ents’ dream to see the Eiffel Tower
is not reason enough to spend four
months in France. Neither does
your boyfriend’s budding fascination with hieroglyphics call for six
weeks in Egypt. Make sure that the
place where you study is a place
where you want to study.
“And don’t take the softest option,” he recommends. Think unconventionally. Western Europe
should not necessarily be the default location. Baruch also has exchange programs with universities
in Latin America and Asia, and recommends study abroad programs
in dozens of different countries.
Perhaps a winter session in Ghana
(offered through SUNY Brockport)
or a summer in Nanjing (offered by
the College of Staten Island) can
better provide you with perspectives on international business and
culture. These programs have an
added plus. Because they are recommended by the Study Abroad
Office, they are pre-screened for
quality control and for their affordability. The Study Abroad Office also monitors the security
situations in all prospective study
abroad locations.
There are different ways for Baruch students to study abroad. In
exchange programs, particularly
recommended for those interested
in mastering a foreign language,
students normally attend a university in a foreign country, and study
alongside the local students. Some
of Baruch’s exchange partners,
however, offer students the option
of taking courses and work in English as well. Study abroad programs
may also assist students enrolling
directly in a foreign-language university, or provide courses taught
in English in a non-English-speaking country. Almost all such programs offer additional student

A student’s semester
at Tel Aviv University
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
the Religion of Islam. Fortunately,
two of these courses transferred to
Baruch as credit toward the 3000level political science course. This
allowed me to complete the majority of my minor abroad.
Once I had my courses and program set up, it was time to figure
out how to fund this semester. I was
able to go with the gracious aid of
the Study Abroad Office and MASA,
a Jewish organization that sponsors
students who want to participate in
Israeli programs.
As part of the Israel and the Environment course, I participated in
an all-day, all-night jeep trek in the
Negev Desert, which occupies 66
percent of the country. Taking a trip
there is a necessity when visiting Israel. We flew through the desert in
a jeep driven by Ali, our wonderful
tour guide who gave us a true desert experience.
I recall a moment when I was
sitting on a mountain staring across
at an amazing view of the Dead Sea
with the country Jordan behind it
and was awestruck at its beauty.
It was at this instant that I felt “all
tingly inside” and was so proud
and honored to be a part of a country and its history that has existed
since the beginning of time. The
mystical day concluded with my
class looking at the stars and listening to fables told by one of the tour
guides while sitting on blankets. It
was one of the best days of my life.
Aside from the crazy parties,
Tel Aviv is packed with restaurants
of cuisines from all over the world.
One night it’s dining in Sushi
Samba, another it’s devouring the
decadent chocolate dishes from
Max Brenner’s. Neve Tzedek, Tel
Aviv’s oldest neighborhood, harbors some of the best restaurants
in Tel Aviv. Suzanna is among these

restaurants, where I personally recommend the stuffed eggplant appetizer.
When it is time to go grocery
shopping, a visit to Shuk HaCarmel is in order. My favorite part of
Tel Aviv, the Shuk, is an outdoor
market that sells almost anything
and everything one could think of.
New shoes? Sure. Some vegetables?
Got ‘em. How about some of Israel’s
most delicious chocolate? Yup,
that’s there too.
These are just a few aspects of
Tel Aviv that makes it the amazing
metropolis that it is. However, it’s
important to remember that Tel
Aviv is just one city in the country
and Israel is comprised of many
other types of living environments.
I was fortunate enough to have a
group of friends that had moved to
a kibbutz shortly before I arrived. A
kibbutz is a rural compound also
known as a communal settlement.
A joint ownership of housing, education and contribution of the best
of one’s ability are its basic foundations. The kibbutz my friends lived
in is located in Northern Israel and
proved to be an incredibly beautiful
and peaceful environment. Having
the ability to take long weekends
away from the city and explore
an entirely different way of living
opened my eyes and made me appreciate how special Israel is.
These experiences are only a
handful of the amazing memories
I created during my time studying abroad. Israel is a place that is
so different from the reputation it
has in the outside world. Safety and
security are always number one
wherever you are. And to be honest, I feel safer in Israel. The commercials say it perfectly, “Israel . . .
who knew?”
The author is available to aid
those interested in studying in Israel.

support services beyond what is
available from the local university’s
international student office. Particularly self-motivated students
may choose to enroll directly in a
university abroad.
Timing is important
Plan out your studies so that you
have a block of time set aside for a
semester or a session abroad. It is
wise to leave your electives free, so
that you can fulfill them abroad,
since it may be difficult to transfer
major credits. All courses students
take abroad must be approved for
Baruch equivalencies by the chairs
of the respective departments. The
Study Abroad Office merely facilitates and administers this approval
process.
“I was able to finish with all my
pre-requisites early, so I spent a
semester in Florence,” says Diana
Fudiman, a junior at NYU. “I was
able to take classes such as Italian
History, and Religion and Magic.”
To further become familiar with
study abroad options, attend the
Study Abroad Fair on Thursday,
Sept. 20. Representatives from a
plethora of study abroad and exchange programs will be distributing information. In addition, students who have already spent time
abroad will attend, and share their
experiences.
After you decide on when and
where to study, get acquainted with
the Study Abroad Office. It is here
that all the administrative details
of the process are taken care of.
To speak individually with a study
sbroad advisor, call (646) 312-2070.
The Weissman Center for International Business enumerates the
sixteen steps of the application process on its Web site. Chief among
these are selecting the courses you
want to transfer, paying tuition, and
applying for a study abroad permit.

Ask Chandresh
I am very suspicious of my girlfriend. I have known her for the
last four to five years, and as far as
I know, she is very innocent.
She makes me feel very special
at times, and I feel deeply loved.
But I still feel doubtful of her. What
can I do to drop my suspicions?
-Anonymous
Dear Anonymous,
There is a concept in psychology called projection, which
states that we attribute our unwanted thoughts and emotions
to others. I see you practicing
this concept. Psychology simply
states that what you think about
others is basically what you think
about yourself.
There must be something in
you that won’t let you trust your
girlfriend. You’ve known her for
the last “four to five years” and
admit that “she is very innocent,”
but still you doubt her!
Deep inside you must be
aware that if she is not around,
you might flirt with other girls.
This is what is causing your problems.
When she is not around, you
are tempted to do something you
shouldn’t. You think that when
you are away from her, she must
be flirting with some men or
having a good time behind your
back.
The problem is you mistrusting yourself, Anonymous! There
must be too much repression inside you. Whenever you repress
something, you soon start projecting it onto others.
So, what is the solution? First
of all, trust yourself. Accept yourself the way you are.
Secondly, be more open with
your girlfriend. Being more expressive would definitely help

you
take
out your repressed feelings. Feel secure in your
relationship.
Know that
there must be
something in
you that attracted her.
The fact
she
makes CHANDRESH BHARDWAJ
you feel “special” and “loved” is proof enough
that she cares for you.
I heard a story once about a
couple that had to live away from
each other due to work schedules. After two to three months,
the wife started getting suspicious of her husband, thinking
he must be up to no good. She
herself had been hanging around
a lot of her male friends.
One day, she decided to visit
him without any notice. She took
a two-hour flight, and while on
her way to her husband’s place,
she encountered many attractive
women.
When the wife finally reached
his house, she saw her husband
working. Before the surprised
husband could say anything, she
slapped him hard on his face and
asked, “What did you think? That
you would have fun with all these
attractive women and I wouldn’t
know anything?” The poor husband had no idea what had just
happened.
My dear Anonymous, I am
sure you don’t want to be like
that doubtful wife. So, start repairing yourself right away!
Send your questions to askchandresh@gmail.com

Leisure
A treasure around the corner
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BY MARIANE ST.MAURICE
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

It conveys the homey feeling of
a traditional Italian trattoria, and is
overflowing with artistic treasures.
Oh, and the food just so happens to
be amazing.
Opened on Valentine’s Day 1986,
Lamarca restaurant has since been
serving pasta, sandwiches, soups
and salads to hungry customers
both on-the-go and those ready
to sit down for a satisfying Italian meal. The owner of the building, Joseph Lamarca, first opened
shop in 1974 selling cheeses, which
soon sold up to one ton, or 2,000
pounds, of cheese each week. The
small shop was doing extremely
well until “cheese got a bad name:
cholesterol. Everybody stopped
eating cheese all of a sudden!” says
Lamarca, a Baruch graduate, with
mocked insult.
As a result, and as he was waiting for his tenant, a clothing boutique, to move out, Lamarca started
making and selling salads to complement the cheese sales. Once his
tenant’s lease was up, he changed
the boutique space into a dining
room for customers to sit and enjoy
various kinds of pasta combined
with a wide array of sauces.
The restaurant was an instant
success. In its first year, it won an
award from the National Pasta Association. “It was great,” Lamarca
remembers. “So I fired the chef,” he
continues matter-of-factly. At the

THE TICKER LEISURE i PAGE 15

obvious confusion with which his
statement is received, he explains
that he didn’t want to have a “tablecloth restaurant,” something fancy.
He preferred his restaurant to be a
simple one, with a peasant feel. “So
I hired a real peasant, from Naples,
Italy. You couldn’t trust him; he
was a womanizer, a bastard in every way, a thief probably. But he
could make sauce.”
Lamarca’s second chef turned
out to be an excellent, and surprising, investment. As he was working
there, he taught the dishwasher
how to make sauce, so that, according to Lamarca, he could have more
free time on his hands. Then, while
on a trip in Italy, the chef was arrested and never came back. “So
now the dishwasher is the chef,”
concludes Lamarca.
The restaurant still preserves
its original installations. The side
where the cheese shop used to be
now offers take-out with pasta,
sandwiches, salads and soups (as
pointed out by an employee, one
deal is particularly popular among
students: one pint of pasta or soup
is only $4.95). The dining room remains the same, and is decorated
with photographs by Diane Arbus,
Rene Lavalli sculptures and paintings Lamarca has contributed to the
Brooklyn museum for an exhibit.
Though the history of Lamarca
restaurant is rich, it would not have
been around for so long were it
not for its food. The entrees served
in the dining room all come with

bread and salad, the latter of which
is served with a mysteriously delicious house dressing. When asked
about the contents of the dressing, Martha, the only waitress who
seems to be present, says, “Well if
I tell you, it won’t be a secret anymore!” Nevertheless she ends up
revealing, in a very general manner,
its ingredients, though knowing the
ingredients does not nearly suffice
to express its wonderful taste.
Lamarca uses the building to its
full capacity, making it “Lamarca all
the way:” the basement and second
floor are used for storage, while his
three children and grandchild occupy the third and fourth floors.
The storage space includes a “cool
room,” where cheddar, Parmesan
and Romano cheeses are carefully
aged and wine is stored, a “cold
room” for tomato sauce and cream,
and a “very cold room”, an entire
apartment converted into a walk-in
freezer. “You see a little store, but a
lot goes through it,” says Lamarca.
Though they may see little of the
entire operation, customers love
the corner restaurant. And understandably so; the staff is friendly
and helpful, the atmosphere relaxed and cozy (no cell phone usage is allowed in the dining room,
and they are not afraid of throwing
people out), and the food is simply
delicious. As if that wasn’t enough,
they even give very cute bags to the
customers who want to bring food
home and make their Lamarca experience last as long as possible.

VICTOR CHU | THE TICKER

Lamarca is located on the corner of 22nd Street and Third Avenue.

Combating money drains Find love at Bembe’s
n Prevent your
wallet from
becoming any
thinner with these
helpful tips

night, an mp3 player might be a
smart investment. Rushing to get
the latest one that came out because John Doe has it, though, is
not.

this with a new hobby. Preoccupy
yourself with activities that can develop your talent, improve skills,
and increase your productivity; it
may open a new avenue in life you
had not considered. Another option is to join some of the
many clubs at Baruch. Most
offer activities for free or for
a nominal cost.

BY DANA ANDERSON
Take your time
One thing that may help
is delaying your purchase.
Most times, the impulse to
buy is fleeting. If you can
delay the purchase one
or two days, in most cases
you’ll find the desire is
gone. If it’s still important,
by all means indulge.

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

We live in a consumer’s
world. One need not venture
outside of Baruch to be enticed
to throw money away. According
to a recent article on bankrate.
com, some of the biggest drains
are: coffee, cigarettes, alcohol,
bottled water and weekday
lunches out. How is the
average student to deal
with these money traps?
Below are some tips to
combat them.
Decide what’s important
While
actively
seeking to cut unnecessary purchases,
don’t deprive yourself of essentials. For
example, you might
save considerable
money by not
buying
lunch
and
instead
brown bagging it.
However, if it leaves
you absolutely miserable, what’s the point?
It’s far better to allow yourself the indulgences that add value
to your life. You might compromise
by bringing lunch from home two
or three times a week and buying it
the other days.
However, it is important to distinguish between necessities and
luxuries. If music soothes you at

Avoid sales
Often people go
to stores with mega
blowout sales and buy
things they have no
use for simply because it’s on sale.
Buy only things you
already use anyway
and need when
there’s a sale.

Monitor
your activities
Many people go
window shopping as a
form of entertainment.
Unfortunately, it’s not a cheap
hobby. The power of marketing
means you are more likely to make
mindless purchases that you’ll later
forget about. Instead, try to replace

Make lists
And not just
for groceries either. Being more
MONEYKINGDOM.NET organized about
your shopping allows you to look
at what you’re buying and see how
senseless some of it is. Buy quality when necessary. For example,
when buying clothes, it’s usually a
better idea to shell out a little extra for quality. Going cheap might
save you in the short run, but if
you constantly have to replace subpar clothing, it will cost more in
the long run. This is true for other
things too.

BY JESSICA BAPTISTE
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Imagine walking into a tiki bar
on a beach in Jamaica. That’s what
it will feel like when you step into
Bembe. This Afro-Cuban, two-level
bar/lounge has an exotic flair with
banana leaves on the tables, and
even a hammock.
“The main room is furnished
with a long, cushioned banquette,
woven-straw chairs and a festive
hammock; exposed brick and richly crafted wood walls hold Cuban
photos as well as nooks for candles,
incense and instruments,” says
CitySearch.com.
It feels like every detail of this
place is accounted for, from the
tropical drinks menu to the live
drummers. Owners Daniel Lessin
and Anthony Piliaskas’s vision was
to “create a warm tropical oasis.”
This cool, Latin American hotspot has a variety of talented DJs
spinning every night of the week
including “Tuff Tuesdays,” where
resident DJ Chad Dubz spins conscious reggae and lover’s rock all
night. Other nights, vibrant Latin
music including salsa, mamba and
merengue fills this Brazilian fantasy.
Local Williamsburg resident and
regular at Bembe, Carlos Nieves,
29, proclaims, “You can find love at
Bembe. The crowd has some of the
sexiest people in New York.” Very
chill, friendly and beautiful people
— this is what to expect from the
crowd, period.
The island-infused drinks are a
bit strong, but they’re worth coming back for more. Try the house
special rum punch or the watermelon punch. To make the watermelon punch, the exotic-looking
bartenders scoop watermelon puree out of an actual watermelon,
which is located on the bar, and
mixes vodka to create this amaz-

ingly sweet drink. And they’re reasonably priced at only $6!
How did Bembe get its Caribbean theme? It’s a mix of the two
owners’ experiences in Brazil and
the Caribbean. Lessin has been
traveling to Brazil for many years
and fell in love with the people and
the culture. The other owner, Piliaskas, traveled a lot to Haiti and Puerto Rico and brought back some of
the culture to create Bembe. Part of
the creation of the bar was to use
organic, recycled materials. “We
spent days, weeks going through
burnt down buildings and found
objects to get and clean the materials, which is about 80 percent of
what we used,” Lessin remembers.
What does Bembe mean? Lessin
explains, “It is a complicated drum
rhythm from Africa which is used
in ceremonies to call neighboring
tribes together for celebration. As
slavery brought African people to
all corners of the world, particularly Brazil, Cuba, Haiti, Puerto Rico
and the Dominican Republic, the
meaning changed slightly, but was
always a sound that symbolized the
celebration of their culture.”
Located under the Williamsburg
Bridge, Bembe, which opened in
December 2002, is truly an authentic place. The island vibe at this spot
is definitely a world away from the
hipster-like Williamsburg outside.

Bembe
81 South 6th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11211
(between Bedford Ave. & Berry St.)
(718) 387-5389
www.bembe.us
Subway: J, M, Z to Marcy Ave.;
L to Bedford Ave.
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The essentials of mediation Victor’s
Vociferous
Vocabulary

VICTOR CHU
Photography Editor

Allison “Awkward” Albertson, alluding to alliterations, acclaimed Anthony’s A1 achievements and abhorred Amy’s atrocious attempts.

BY CHANDRESH BHARDWAJ
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Having talked about the benefits
of meditation in last week’s article,
let’s see how we can get it started.
• Self Discipline: The most important thing in meditation is self
discipline. It is required that you
spent at least 30 minutes every
day in it. Some people skip three
to four days, and then they sit for
two hours straight to compensate
for the lost time. Remember that it
doesn’t matter if you sit for hours
after skipping few days; what matters is that you sit everyday, even if
only for a short period of time.
• Place: Meditation can be done
anywhere. However, it is suggested
that you choose a specific place
where you can sit everyday. By meditating everyday at the same place,
you will create very good vibrations
for meditation. This will definitely
help you to easily fall into a state of
meditation when you sit there next
time. Try choosing a place where
no one will disturb you.
• Time: Although it can be done

at any time of the day or night, the
best time would be early in the
morning when you wake up, or before you fall asleep. When you meditate in the morning, your mind becomes fresh. When you meditate
before sleeping, all your stress will
go away. You will also have a very
peaceful sleep. You will feel very
fresh and energetic when you wake
up next morning.
• Surroundings: A soothing music and nice fragrance in the room
is beneficial. If you can light a candle, that would be great, too.
• Everything is set up; now
what? Sit quietly on a chair or
cross-legged on the floor. Focus in
between your eyebrows. The best
point of focus is light. Just see more
and more of light coming into you
through your eyebrows. Feel your
body fill up with that light. Keep doing this for at least 25 minutes.
• Be thankful: These last five
minutes should be spent thinking
about everything you have. Right
from your health to your career,
family and basically every single
moment you get to breathe you

should be thankful for. You will realize that day by day, you will gain
satisfaction with the things that you
are thankful for. You will also attract
the many things or situations that
you have always wanted.
Having read everything, you
might think that meditation doesn’t
look like much effort because it just
takes 30 minutes from the 1,440
minutes that we have in one day.
But once you start doing it, your
mind will wander a lot. You might
remember things which you never
wanted to remember.
Some unwelcome memories
from your life may come to mind.
However, don’t stop meditating!
This is the cleaning of your mind.
Unless you clean it fully, you won’t
experience all the benefits of meditation.
This is where most people stop
meditating because all their repressed feelings and emotions
come to the surface.
Next week, we will discuss how
to deal with the obstacles faced
during meditation. Till then, keep
meditating!

Alluding
Praising
Referring
Implementing
Including

2.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Alliteration
Similar words
Similes
Repeating initial letters
Vocabulary

3.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Acclaimed
Praised
Found out about
Realized
Understood

4.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Abhorred
Loved
Molested
Hated
Dissected

5.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Atrocious
Horrifying
Answer a
Answer b
All of the above

Answers : 1. b 2. c 3. a 4. c 5.d

LIFEDYNAMIX.COM

1.
a.
b.
c.
d.
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Fringe honors Piaf and patrons with encore
BY FRANK MARZULLO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

It has been another hectic
summer in the downtown theatre
scene. The 11th Annual New York
International Fringe Festival just
wrapped up — for most of the 182
shows, that is. A lucky 13 asked to
stay a while longer, in the Fringe’s
Encore Series.
Of the cream of the crop, I took
in Roger Peace’s Piaf: Love Conquers All, which won the Fringe
Overall Excellence Award for Outstanding Musical. The former Top
10 of the Toronto Fringe more than
lives up to its billing. Naomi Emmerson plays Edith Piaf, while also
directing, producing, designing
and adding text to Peace’s piece.
She acts in English and sings her
heart out in French. It would probably be strange to hear Piaf singing
in English.
The set design is tongue in
cheek, worthy of Toulouse-Lautrec. All the furniture is painted on
flat, stiff, white panels. A floor lamp
stands on a gently curved pole. At
one point, she slips a liquor bottle
out of a magazine stand.
This intimate chamber musical
concentrates its powers on music and love. Edith Piaf had a hard

knock life full of drama. Like her
U.S. contemporary Billie Holiday,
there was too much talent and tragedy. Born on the pavement in Belleville, she was soon abandoned by
her show business parents and was
raised by prostitutes in her grandmother’s brothel for a while. She
had a daughter out of wedlock, who
died at age two due to meningitis.
Singing for sous on the street at
age 19, she is discovered by impresario Louis Leplée, who drops actual paper money in her plate. Leplée
quickly gives her a new name: La
Mome Piaf - the Kid Sparrow. She
amusingly tries to sew a dress for
his audition and arrives an hour
late.
Voilà! Her legendary vibrato
voice gets her a prime showcase
in his club, where the elite meet.
When Leplée was later found murdered, Piaf suddenly became a suspect. She was forced to sing in the
suburbs until the scandal died.
Even Piaf had her limits. “Never
date an actor,” she counsels. “They
are all crazy.” She had a torrid affair with the French middleweight
champion Marcel Cerdan, to
the dismay of Cerdan’s wife. She
begged him to come to New York in
1949. His plane crashes and her life
unravels. Piaf hits the booze harder,

Stardust, a chick flick for all

pops pills and shoots dope right
through her dress. Later, she suffers
a series of car accidents.
Leplée and the rest of the characters are ably played by Stephanie
Layton, who also finds time to accompany on piano and accordion.
These ladies sure can multitask.
The budget may be low, but so is the
ticket price. Act I is tight, structured
and highly entertaining. Act II has
a disjointed, cobbled together feel.
I would have preferred cutting 20
minutes and the intermission. C’est
la vie.
Emmerson, who first played Piaf
in 1993, is channeling her in a riveting performance, complete with 13
songs. A light song, Milord, throws
some levity into the often gloomy
selections. Emmerson brings the
standard “La Vie en Rose” to full
life. “Sous Le Ciel De Paris” is a
charming love song that begs for rehearing. Apropos of which, CDs are
hawked for $20. Commerce rarely
yields to art, even at the Fringe.
The program humbly notes,
above a phone number, “Ms. Emmerson is unrepresented.” That
condition will surely soon be remedied. Prospective Leplées are urged
to R.S.V.P. and put her on speed
dial.

Naomi Emmerson is stunning to the eyes and ears as Edith Piaf.

A warning from The 11th Hour
n Hollywood
continues to take on
the environmental
cause.
BY SHERRY MAZZOCCHI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

MOVIEWEB.COM

BY JOHN LEE
STAFF WRITER

Does a chick flick loaded with
action and violence also make it
an enjoyable guy movie? Stardust
kicks off with a typical shy guy,
Tristan (Charlie Cox), falling for
the girl next-door, Victoria (Sienna
Miller), but quickly turns into a
bloody smashing adventure that
also appeals to adults. What begins
as Tristan’s simple efforts to satisfy
a whimsical request turns into an
involved fairy tale journey of desire
and power. The mixture of action
and violence is quite notable for this
movie that first appears to be a sim-

ple, by the numbers, love story. But
things are not quite what they seem
in this fantasy filled with magic
spells, deception and destiny. Take,
for instance, the memorable pirate
sky ship captain Shakespeare (Robert Di Niro) as a take no prisoners
tough guy, with a soft spot for the
finer things in life. It all makes for a
funny and lively ride with the subplots and loose ends well tied up by
the time the credits roll. And while
the balance of guy movie action
sometimes gets overwhelmed by
moments of chick flick sappiness, it
works overall as an enjoyable date
movie for everyone. The answer to
the first question: yes.

MYSPACE.COM

The 11th Hour is a beautiful
and terrifying film. The cinematography, even when showing horrendous planetary devastation, is
absolutely stunning. It is terrifying
because of its message — we are
going extinct at our own hand and
we are taking down most of the
other species with us.
Inevitably, this film will be compared to An Inconvenient Truth. Al
Gore’s glorified PowerPoint film
had a corporate sensibility, but
The 11th Hour is geared toward a
younger, hipper crowd. Leonardo
DiCaprio, who produced the film,
narrates but barely appears at all.
Mostly the audience is treated to
montages of planetary destruction
interspersed with snippets of interviews with a formidable array of
scientists, former government officials, policy experts, architects and
psychologists.
It is a diverse group. Cosmologist Stephen Hawking, ex-CIA
director James Woolsey, former
Soviet Union leader Mikhail Gorbachev, Step It Up activist Bill McKibben, sustainability architect William McDonough and U’wa Tribal
Leader Berito Kuwaru’wa are some
of the 50 or so people interviewed
in the film. Each speaks from their
own experience and unique perspective. Together, they weave a
message of global urgency.
It is not just global warming that
threatens the planet, but a convergence of rising oceans, changing
weather patterns, fossil fuel depletion, overpopulation, spreading
desertification, ocean dumping,
over fishing and species extinction.
The cost of goods does not reflect
the full price of our energy use.

Our vast consumerism both creates these conditions and allows us
to willfully ignore them as we sate
ourselves with material goods. The
film is hard on all of us, not just the
oil-obsessed Bush-Cheney administration, Wall Street or corporate
America.
While making the audience
aware of the full extent of the global
nightmare, it also tries to inspire.
Environmentalist Paul Hawken
said this is our generation’s greatest

challenge — to rise up and fix these
problems. We have the technology to make sustainability a reality.
The real problem, they say, is that
the link from the political leadership to the people is not intact, and
also that corporate special interests
stand in the way. What is needed,
in addition to innovation and technology, is a fundamental change in
society. Let’s hope this optimism is
not misguided.

MOVIEWEB.COM
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BY SHAWYONIA PETTIGREW
BPAC CORRESPONDENT

Welcome to Baruch Performing Arts Center’s (BPAC) weekly
column. This is the place to find
out what’s happening at BPAC and
how you can be involved and take
advantage of our professional arts
center on campus.
On Sept. 7 at 7p.m., Blind Mouth
Singing was presented by National
Asian American Theater Company
(NAATCO) which opened in the
Nagelberg Theatre. Blind Mouth
is set in a mythic seaside stone littered valley and dares to ask the
question what happens when you
face yourself? Do you run away
or hide? Playwright, Jorge Ignacio
Cortiñas challenges the characters
and the audience to self-examination and leads us on a quest of selfidentity. Baruch students, faculty
and staff can see this contemporary

masterpiece for only $17. Tickets
can be purchased at the box office, via phone at (646) 312-4085 or
online atticketcentral.com. Blind
Mouth continues through Saturday, Oct. 6.
Thursday, September 20 will see
a new era for BPAC with the opening of the BPAC Café. The BPAC
Café will be open every Thursday
from 12p.m. to 3p.m.. The BPAC
Café will feature gourmet snacks
and drinks and live entertainment.
Check this column weekly to keep
up with Café events. Students and
faculty who wish to perform at the
BPAC Café, may contact performingartscenter@baruch.cuny.edu.
Congratulations! Finally, the
winner of the BPAC give-away
during Freshman Convocation
is Deanna Vadala. Please contact
Shawyonia Pettigrew (646) 3124081; shawyonia_pettigrew@baruch.cuny.edu to claim your prize.

Now Playing

Coming Soon

Eastern Promises

Resident Evil (9/21)

Mr. Woodcock

Good Luck Chuck (9/21)

Across the Universe

Sydney White (9/21)
The Game Plan (9/28)
The Kingdom (9/28)
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Fallen idols in today’s sports world
BY ROSELINY D. GENAO

tin echoes this statement. He states,
“Any team that picks Michael Vick
from now on will be attacked by
NFL quarterback Michael Vick’s PETA . . . hurting [NFL] sales, starecent outrageous confession of his tistics, as well as Vick’s marketing
involvement with dog fighting has power and ratings.” Tying all of this
placed the media in a frenzy and back to his life as an athlete, Valanimal-supporting organizations entin adds, “It is about the attitude
such as People for the Ethical Treat- that you present to your friends.
ment of Animals (PETA) on the de- You don’t want to tarnish your imfense. Vick’s confession marks the age with your actions . . . it’s up to
fall of yet another idol in the sports the team as a whole to not allow
world — not only for children, but that.”
Because of such behavior, many
also for college students and athathletes lose out
letes alike.
on once-in-a-lifeWhile some
time opportunibelieve that perties and may even
sonal life does
lose their careers.
not, and should
The eras of Mark
not, portray the
McGwire’s, Jose
sport itself, the
Canseco and Raopposing sentifael
Palmeiro’s
ment resonates
steroid use, and
with athletes at
Sammy
Sosa’s
Baruch. During
use of a corked
an intense conbat marked deceit
versation among
in Major League
current baseball
Camillo Reyes
Baseball. The blazplayers at Baruch,
ing records they
previous
cases
Baruch Soccer Team
once set mean
of athlete misnothing now.
demeanors were
As athletes, Bearcats know that
mentioned. “One of the best hitters
couldn’t make it to the Hall of Fame their triumphs and losses are shadbecause he was involved with gam- owed by the school’s media sourcbling,” says John Reyes, now in his es. Luck for them, they aren’t scrusecond year on the baseball team. tinized to the extent found in the
“Guys like Michael Vick make it world of professional sports. Professeem like they can get away with sional athletes and other high-proanything . . . they don’t justify why file individuals get away with a lot.
they do it and ultimately give their Should the same apply when their
team a bad name,” adds Joseph Val- behavior involves drug use, spousal
and animal abuse, and sexual misentin, junior baseball player.
Fortunately, measures have conduct? You be the judge. As socbeen taken by PETA to ensure that cer player Camilo Reyes sums up,
cruelty to animals is included in the “Just like with any profession you
NFL’s personal conduct policy. Ad- have, there are moral ethics you
hering to PETA’s request would be a should follow . . . be prepared to live
strategic move for the NFL. Valen- up to the consequences.”
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

“There are moral
ethics you should
follow … be
prepared to live up to
the consequences.”

ABCNEWS.COM

CANSECONET.COM

Michael Vick (top) pleads guilty to charges of animal cruelty, while Jose Cansecon (bottom) admitted steriod abuse.
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SCHEDULE

Women’s Cross Country
9/22- Bard Invitational, TBA

Men’s Cross Country
9/16-Hunter Invitational TBA
9/23-Queensborough Invitational TBA
Men’s Soccer
9/19- Baruch vs. City Tech, 8 p.m.
9/21-Baruch vs. NYU, 6 p.m.
9/23- Baruch vs. Manhattanville, 2:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 17, 2007

Women’s Volleyball
9/18- Baruch vs. Lehman, 7 p.m.
9/20- Baruch vs. New Jersey City, 5 p.m.
9/20- Baruch vs. Centenary, 7 p.m.
Women’s Tennis
9/18- Baruch vs. Staten Island, 3:30 p.m.
9/21- Baruch vs. John Jay, 3:30 p.m.

March to October
BY STEFANIE SPARACCIO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

When hearing the word “October,” one may immediately think
of the crisp autumn weather, the
excitement of Halloween, or even
the relief that the fall semester is
half way completed. For those that
bleed navy blue and white pinstripes, however, October strictly
means post-season baseball.
With the New York Yankees possessing sole ownership of first place
in the AL East only once in the entire
2007 season, skeptics wonder if the
Bronx Bombers will even be able to
secure the American League Wild
Card slot. If such skepticism exists
though, how would one justify the
hot streak that the Yankees have
been on since their crucial sweep
over the first place Boston Red Sox
in a three game set during the last
week of August?
Since the All-Star break, it is safe
to say that the Yankees have produced much more successful outcomes than they had for the entire
first half of the season. Unknowingly at the time, the completion of
the three game sweep against the
Red Sox on Thursday, Aug. 30 was
only a preview of the critical events
that would unfold thereafter for the
Yanks.
The first two weeks of September proved to be successful for the
Yankees as they worked their way
into first place for the AL wild card.
Nevertheless, the Yankees were in

need of a critical reality check after losing two out of three games
against the last place Devil Rays, in
the first weekend of September.
Disgusted Yankees fans and
other sports critics would describe
losing such a series as inexcusable, especially in the midst of the
wild card race. Thus, moving forward was the only relevant option
remaining for the Yanks and who
better to lead his team on the quest
for success than the current MLB
home run leader himself, Alex Rodriguez.
Across the borough, in Queens,
the first place Mets are already trying to seal the deal on their “magic
number.” And although the Yankees have won more World Series
titles than the amount of players on
a regular season Mets roster, it will
be interesting to see if the subway
rivals will finish the regular season
with the same record. Does there
exist the potential chance for a rematch of the 2000 World Series?
Anything is possible. But then
again, not everything is realistic.
Hate them or love them, it is undeniable that the New York Yankees
are notorious for jaw dropping, “I
can’t believe they did it again,” playoff moments. Does the name, “Mr.
October” ring a bell? How about
Aaron Boone’s walk-off homerun
in game seven of the 2003 ALCS?
Who knows? Come October, maybe
the most successful franchise in all
of sports will provoke you to say,
“Wow, they really did do it again.”

ESPN.COM

The Yankees vie for the Wild Card race.
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The Lady Bearcats trained hard in preparation for their upcoming matches.

Bearcats poised to have
another stellar season
BY MARINA SOBIYEVA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The start of the school year
means the start of a new season
for the Women’s Tennis team. Even
with the loss of the CUNY Athletic
Conference Championship against
Hunter, last season proved to be
successful for these Bearcats.
The first meet of the new season is coming up on Tuesday, Sept.
18 and the team couldn’t be more
excited about the beginning of the
new season.
“I feel really happy for the new
season coming up. It’s like you
don’t know what to expect from the
other teams,” said Paola Feliz. “You
don’t know who’s new and who
they kept in their team until the
season officially starts. I really hope
next season is even better than the
past one.”
Just like every year, several team
members graduated last summer
and several new members were

added to the team.
“[This season] is going to be
different because we missed great
teammates, but we also have new
girls working hard since we are going to play more matches this season,” said Ana DeLeon.
For the last two seasons the
Bearcats were almost undefeatable
among the other CUNY schools,
Hunter being the only one they lost
to. This year the hope is “to win as
many matches as possible and to
finally defeat our biggest opponent,
Hunter,” said DeLeon.
Knowing that the Men’s Tennis
team has won four championships
in a row, the question was raised as
to whether or not this puts pressure
on the Women’s Team.
“I think, somehow, it does since
the Men’s Tennis team has the
same coach and resources as we
do. But in the end, the game depends on the players. If they don’t
work their best there’s nothing that
can be done” said Feliz.

DeLeon added, “It gives us some
kind of pressure, but we know we
are good at our level, just as they
know they are good at theirs,” she
said. “So the pressure is not on
us, but on our ability to mind our
games in the court.”
The first game of the season
is coming up in one week. The
Bearcats are hoping to win the
Championship this year. “We’ll try
our best every game. We reached
finals for two years in a row . . . [It
is a] new season and we have a
chance to show what we can do
and follow our boys in winning,”
said Mariya Krivorotova. “But it
definitely depends on the level of
the new team.”
The first meet of the season will
be against Drew University. Because
it is a non-CUNY school, the results
of this meet will not have any effect
on the Bearcat’s standings among
the other CUNY schools.
We wish them a great season.
Go Bearcats!

Assistant coaches ready to win
BY MERCEDES ZEGARRA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

n New staff
prepares for season
With the new school year upon
us, three of the Baruch Bearcats
fall sports teams have made some
changes in preparation for the new
season. The Men’s Soccer, Women’s Cross Country and Women’s
Volleyball teams have all added
new assistant coaches.
Thomas Murdoch, a four-year
veteran of the Men’s Soccer Team
is back on the team now as an assistant coach. He is a recent recipient of the Burt Beagle award and
member of the CUNYAC All-Star

team that traveled to South Africa
in 2004.
Murdoch currently works at
the Board of Education and is finishing his degree in accounting,
but he will always make time for
the team because of his love of the
game. “The coaches said that I will
always have a place at Baruch,”
said Murdoch, “So I took them up
on their offer.”
Besides capturing another first
place CUNYAC championship
title, one goal that he hopes the
team can accomplish this season
is passing that elusive first round
at NCAA.
It is a goal that he was never
able to accomplish in all his years
and he is hopeful of the teams’
abilities. “In the past weeks, the
team has really come together and

“Being on the
Men’s Volleyball
team, I learned the
technical aspects and
I hope to properly
communicate that to
the women’s team.”
Greg Waldvogel
Assistant Coach for Volleyball

there is so much talent”, said Murdoch.
Tiffany Richmond comes to Baruch as the new assistant coach for
the Women’s Cross Country team.
A graduate from SUNY-Purchase,
Richmond started running in 1990
but began running competitively
in 1994. She was attracted to the
sport because of the stamina, endurance and commitment that is
required.
She is currently a vice president
at Bear Stearns, participates in the
Pure Power Boot Camp (a program that uses techniques taught
to military personnel), is an active
member of the New York Road
Runners and is a mentor in the
Fordham Leadership Academy.
She hopes to see the Lady
Bearcats grab first place at the CU-

NYAC Finals this season. She also
believes that, “the women should
have a great experience this season; feeling as [though they are a]
part of something grand.”
Greg Waldvogel, the new Women’s Volleyball assistant coach, is a
former member of the Men’s Volleyball Team. He has won numerous awards, such as the CUNYAC
Player of the year in 2006 and the
CUNYAC Male Student-Athlete
of the year in 2007. “An assistant
coach position opened up and
fortunately, I was available to lend
my time and knowledge for the
season” said Waldvogel. “Being
on the Men’s Volleyball team, I
learned the technical aspects and
I hope to properly communicate
that to the women’s team.” Only
time will tell.

